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Mx. w A L P O L. E, 
| SIR, 


900002 HE * you hon 
| S$S + taken in the diſpute 
= $ EN between Mr. Rouſ- 
300095 ſeau and Mr. Hume, 
gheceſſarily entitles you 
to -this addreſs, Whatever right 
you might think you had to make 
3 fo free with the king of Pruſſia's 
name, as it could no way affect 
his reputation, was ſcarce deſerv- 
ing of his conſideration: but the 
raillery which was levelled at Mr. 
| Rouſſeau, was of a very different 
nature---a ſtranger, perſecuted on 
A eo; 


1 


every fide an exile in your own 
country, deſerved at leaſt your 
pity, if not your protection. Had 
you recollected juſt then the fable 


of the boys and frogs, you would 


doubtleſs have ſacrificed this flight 


of genius to the dictates of huma- 


nity. 


- Curſed be the verſe, how well Peer © he 
That tends to make but one good man "ou 
foe. 0 N 


The tranſition is oof JET" 5 


thought equally applicable toproſe. 
a How then, Sir, could you forget we 


| You ſay you MR a hearty con- 
tempt for Rou lleau, how came he 
then deſerving of your attention? 
If he was ſo contemptible as you 
repreſent him, „ he was beneath ri- 


dicule. 


” Your 
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time IS and if we may 


believe hid oum words, was fully re- 


folved to continue ſo; did not this 


ridicule therefore partly fall upon 


him? It is generally believed that 
A profeſſed wit, will facrifice every 
thing to his joke, and, doubtleſs, 


Mr. Hume, making this allowance 


| for your prevalent paſſion, joined 


in the laugh though it was * 


meaſure at himſelf. 


0 — # 


In * et pages, you 
will, perhaps, be able to diſcover 


how far this laugh was forced, or 


whether the hiſtorian dee ply read 


in political lore, might not conſi- 


| Fay his whole conduct towards 


Rouſſcan, as one great ſyſtem, 
: 3 


/ 


in this caſe you will find; your 


ſelf to haye been | ly an inſtru- 


ment to per _ the con- 
catenation of eve 1 


* * . - * 


as. 
* 


would be a 
cation to you, and yo 
might ever after confine your wi 
and raillery to the Patagonian race, 
who haveno hiſtorian but yourſelf, 
and cannot boaſt one ſingle politi- 
_ clan amongſt them. 
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er behoves every citizen of 6 


1 + world, who pretends tO have 


8 þ $6 & diveſted himſelf” of national 


prejudice, to conſider a fo- 
reigner, who has taken aſylum in his 
country, as a fellow- citizen; ; and to 
treat him with the ſame philanthrophy 
and urbanity as he would expect him- 
ſelf to be treated under ſuch circum- 
ſtances in a foreign land. This obliga- 
tion is ſtill {tronger, where a ſtranger 


Chg? of 


10 
of eminent merit has been invited into 
a country, under the moſt flattering pro- 


miſes of conſideration and 2 by 
men of rank and learning. | 


Sach i the besten of M. Rouſſeau 
et preſent in England; and Jam, there- 
fore, induced impartially to conſider, 

Whether he has been treated with all 
that propriety and reſpect he might have 
expected under ſuch circumſtances; or 
whether he has not, in ſome degree, 


been deſtined for the character of the 


Jack-pudding, inſtead of that of the. 
Quack“, which Mr. H. is pleaſed to im- 
pute to him? The impartial part of man- 
Kind will judge from facts; and all the ſo- 
phiſtry 1 in the world will not deceive the 
public eye when theſe are before them. 
We eie told in the preface, to the ac- 
count of the diſpute. between Mr. 
ume and Mr. Rouſſeau, that ce the 


.* Te Qi aujourd hui avec certitude, que cette af: 
fectation de miſere & de pauvretẽ extreme, n'eſt 
qu'une petite charlataner ie, que M. R. employe avec 


ue &c. p. 10. 
4p « facts 


„ 

t facts are all laid before the public; 
« and Mr. H. ſubmits his cauſe to every 
&© man of ſenſe and probity :” thus au- 
thorized, then let us candidly examine 
how far Mr. H. has or has not deviated 
from the affectionate friend, and pro- 


felled patron of the unfortunate Mr. 
Rouſſeau. 


This gentleman's 8 Character, in the 
Republic of Letters, is fo. well efta- 
| bliſhed, that no direct attacks upon it 
| could poſſibly have met with any ſuc- 
5 ceſs, the ſhafts of envy and malevolence 
muſt have recoiled upon thoſe who en- 
deavoured to wound; and, like gold from 
the crucible, his value would have been 
enhanced by the aſſay. Mr. H. ſeems 
to have been convinced of this, and to 
have eſteemed him as much for his merit 
as his virtue. He tells us My 
4b connection with Mr. Rouſſeau began | 
© in 1762, when the parliament of Paris 
& had iffued an arreſt for appreliending 
1 him, on account of his Einilius, I Was 
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then at Edinburgh. A perſon of oreat 
worth wrote i me from Paris, that 
Mr. Rouſſeau intended to ſeek an 
aſylum in England, and deſired I 
would do him all the good offices in 
my power. As I conceived Mr. Rouſ- 
ſeau had actually put his deſign in 
execution, I wrote to ſeveral of my 
friends in London, recommending this 


celebrated exile to their favour. 1 


wrote alſo. to Mr. Rouſſeau himſelf, 
aſſuring him of my deſire to oblige, 
and readineſs to ſerve him. At the 


ſame time I invited him to. come to 
Edinburgh, if the ſituation would be 
agreeable to him, and offered him 2 


retreat in my own houſe ſo. long as, 
he ſhould. pleaſe to partake of it. 

«© There needed no other motive to ex- 
cite me to this act of humanity, than 
the idea given me of Mr. Rouſſeau's 
«<<. perſonal character, by the friend who. 
had recommended him, his well 


known genius and abilities; and, 


* above all, his guatortunes.; 3 js very 
| SEE, cauſe. 
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3 cauſe of 1 was an additional rear 
ec fon to intereſt me in his 5 free 8 
3 | | ' b 49 
1 Here . are he motives ut Mr. H 8 


ling Mr. Rouſſeau under his. protec- 
3 tion; did the latter ever give him any 
= reaſon to believe that he was miſtaken, 
or that Mr. Rouſſeau had practiſed any 
3 quackery, or impoſed on the world at the 
= time that he is ſuſpected of it, which is 
1 juſt after Mr. H's ſeeing Mr. Rouffeau's 
Ee 0 letter 5 M. Clairaut, dated March 3, 
176 5 If fo, why did Mr. H. conduct 
| him afterwards into England, and declare 
9 himſelf his protector? It is true, this 
1 reflection is qualified with -- © but I was 
«+; then very far from ſuſpecting any ſuch 
« artifice.”---Why then this ill-natured, - 
remark. ſo miſplaced? It does not, in- 
deed, appear that the letter concerning 
the Muſical Dictionary, has, any fort. of 
connection with the preſent diſpute ; ; but 
ſeems introduced to leſſen Mr. Rouſſeau 8 
literary merit in the eyes of the world, | 
and to 56 2Fcbenp this the. more; effec- 
Seel x tually, 
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very different, if not oppoſite, ſenſe to 
* une tres mauvaiſe rapſodie que Jai 


. «© compilec ily a pluficurs anndes ſous 


TOPS avoir du pain.” , 


title of a Muſical Dictionary, and am 
| « now oonged. to 9 585 it 1 1 ſub- 
1 ſiſtenec. | 


iy OY plics that le u- 
ready been printed in its imperfect ſtate, 
whereas, according to the original, it 


This Ferdl 


printed, and he was very anxious for its 


\ Mr. me * practiſing, that Mr. 


3S Rouſſeau 


tually, the Engliſh e ki thought | 
proper to give Mr. Rouſſeau's words a 


what they have in the original. C'eſt 


le nom de dictionnaire de Muſique & 
5 N ſuis force de donner aujourd hut 


4 It is a very paltry Haptbdy; which 


J compiled many years ago, under the 


never had (nor hath ever yet) been 


being corrected by ſo able a hand as Mr. 
[|||  Chiraut before it was publiſhed. This 
plainly appears by the ſtratagem which 
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1 
Rouſfeau might obtain a 1 ſum for 
the copy from the bookſeller, than he 
otherwiſe would, and by the failure of 
the execution of this 150 at Mr. 


CQlairaut's death, becauſe he had not cor- 
rected the manuſcript. 
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It is curious to chews what a deal 
of ſecreſy and caution was uſed for Mr. 
$--- to get lodging and board for Mr. 
Rouſſeau upon his arrival in England, 
II wrote immediately to my friend Mr, 
John Stewart of Buckingham: ſtreet, 
that I had an affair to communicate 
to him, of ſo ſecret and delicate a 
* nature, that I would not even venture 
no to commit it to paper, but that he 
« might learn the particulars of Mr, 
Elliot.“ It was paying a very bad 
compliment to Mr. Rouſſeau's judg- 
ment, to fancy he could be impoſed 
upon ſo far as to believe the accommoda- 
tions he met with in England for ſeventy 
or eighty pounds a year, were to be had 
_, for twenty pounds. 
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What 


EI 1 ) 7 * 
Wbt FEUD * the meaning of Ns 
] ing theſe ſtratagems and deceptions, af- 
ter Mr. H. had obtained the promiſe of 
the penſion, which would —— enabled 
M²r. Rouſſeau tO live At his caſe, without 


mob ſecret friendly machinations ? 


! is plain Mr. Neu nd 5 bes 
deceived ; in this reſpect, for he wrote to 


Mr. H. from Wooton. x 60 The affair of 
be. the carriage is not yet adjuſted, be- 
ec "cauſe Iknow I Was impoſed on: 3 f it is 
«a trifling fault, however, which may 
be only the effect of an obliging. vas 
ce "nity, unleſs it ſhould. happen to be 
«. repeated. If you. were. concerned i in 
i. if would adviſe y you to give up, once 
% for all, theſe little impoſitions, which 


* cannot proceed from any good . mo- | 


dye, when. 2 into ſnares fo 


FE Lt x 
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GT 3 net png 11 Mr. 8 FRM, any 
notice of this charge at that time, any 
more than ſome others, which I ſhall pre- 
{ently have occaſion to mention. Could it 


£ _ there- 


1 
1 
RF; 


_—— 


1 * 
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ö therefore be ſurpriſing, that as Mr: H; 

tacitly acknowledged the imputation to be 

juſt, Mr. Rouſſeau ſhould imagine he had 

been impoſed upon in many other re- 
ſpects that were leſs excuſable. 


Mr. H. chuſes to impute Mr. Rouſ- 
ſeau's reſentment, to his ſuſpicion _ of 
Mr. H's being the editor of the letter 
; | which appeared in the St. James's Chro- 
nicle, ſuppoſed to be written by the 

F king of Pruſſia to Mr. Rouſſeau, giv- 
ing him an ironical invitation to his 
court; but if Mr. H. will, recollect 
many parts of his conduct towards Mr. 

= Rouſſeau,. were ſuſpicious, if not repre· 
bt neatiples before. let. time. 


* Could it be fappoſed 3 Mr. Rouſ- 
9 ſeau's vanity was inflated to that degree, 
as to fancy Mr. H. a perſon of ſo much 
acknowledged taſte and extenſive learn- 
ing, could be. continually poring over 
X Eloiſe, which was always before him, 
XX whenever Mr. Rouſſeau called upon 
= him---if this Was a compliment, it muſt, 


TH: by 


"=== 13 


by a man of diſcernment, have been 
conſidered like the ſuppoſed king of 
Pruflia' S, an an ironical one. 4 
1 The com a pliment he received from 
Mr. H. when preſented to Mr. Pennick 
of the Muſeum, muſt certainly have 
__ him, as it would every feeling 
an, eſpecially when coming from a 
— friend. Mr. Hume made 
te my excuſes, hilſt I myſelf was pre- 
<« ſent (fays Mr. Rouſſeau) for not hav- 
„ ing paid him a viſit. Doctor Matty, 
« ſaid he, invited us on Thurſday to the 
« Muſeum, when Mr. Rouſſeau ſhould. 3 
« have ſeen you; but he choſe rather 
« to go with Mrs. Garrick to the play 
he could not do both in a day.” 


| Mr. H. does not recollect a Cala © | 
circumſtance of this hiſtery- very poſ- 
fible ; but it is plain that Mr. Rouſſeau. 


does,. and-it is not reaſonable to imagine F 


that he would invent a falſity upon the 
| eccafion, as Nur Penner —_—_ ſo e- 1 


en 3 
of 

Whatever grounds Mr. Rouſſeau might 
have to ſuſpect, Mr. H's curioſity, with 


regard to bis letters, I will not pretend 


1 to determine; but it is plain he had 
ve ſuch a ſuſpicion, whether well or ill 
Ng grounded, as it produced that uncom- 
FM mon ſcene which Mr. H. treats as a 


= fiction, when Mr. Rouſſeau cried out, 


"F No, ao, David Hume cannot be treacher- 
vo I us; if he be not the beſt of men, he mus 
„ be 7he baſeſt of mankind. It is plain 
E . however that Mr. H. took no notice of 
ia this extraordinary declaration, and re- 
$4 * quired no eclairciſement upon it. If it 
5 be a groundleſs aſſertion of Mr. Rouſ- 


ſeau, what advantage could he derive 
from writing ſuch a falfity to the perſon 
who was the only actor in the ſcene ? 
He certainly could not expect to per- 
ſuade him of the truth of it, by aſſert- 
ing it; had he wrote this letter to a 
third perſon, this might have been his 
expectation. Be this as it may, as no 
body was preſent but Mr. H. and Mr. 
Rouſſeau, we can only have þ/e dixit for 
725 * and they are therefore equal. 


C 2 There 


E 
There can be no doubt however that 
the letter aſcribed to the king of Pruſſia 
appeared, and was publiſhed in the St. 
James's Chronicle, with the 1 
tranſlation. 


„My Dear John James, 


« You have renounced Geneva, your 
native ſoil, you have been driven from 
Switzerland, a country of which you 
have made ſuch boaſt in your writings. 
In France you are outlawed, come then 
to me, I admire your talents, and amuſe 
myſelf with your reveries ; on which, 

however, by the - way, you beſtow. too 
much time and attention. It is high 
time to grow prudent and happy, you 
have made yourſelf ſufficiently talked of 

for ſingularities little becoming a truly 
great man. Shew your enemies that you 
have ſometimes common ſenſe; this 
will vex them without hurting you. 
My dominions afford you a peaceable 
retreat; I am defirous to do you good, 
5 and will do it, if you. can but think it 
ſuch 


. 
e . 5 


(19 
ſach. But if you are determined to re- 
fuſe my aſſiſtance, you may expect I 
ſhall not fay a word about it to any 
one. If you perſiſt in perplexing your 
5 7 to find out new misfortunes, 
chuſe ſuch as you like beſt; I am a 
king, and can make you as miſerable as 
you can wiſh ; at the fame time, I will 


engage to do that which your enemies 
never will, I will-ceaſe to perſecute you, 


when yore: no longer vain of perſe- 


Your fincere friend, 
FREDERIC. 


| We have the hiſtory of this billet in 
the following words. This letter was 


written by Mr. Horace Walpole, about 
three weeks before I left Paris; but 


though we lodged in the ſame hotel, 


: and Were often together Mr. Walpole, 
% out of regard to me, carefully conceal- 


ed this piece of pleaſantry till. after my 
depar- 


„ 


departure. He then ſhewed it to ſome 


friends, who took copies, and thoſe of ,.. 
COur ſe preſently multiplied 3 ſo that this | i . 


little piece had been ſpread with rapidity 
all over Europe, and was in every bodies 


hands when I faw it, for the firſt time, 


in London.” 


Mr. H's ignorance in this reſpect is, 


indeed, not leſs aftoniſhing, than Mr. 
W's conduct; that Mr. W. ſhould 
write this letter to ridicule Mr, Rouſ- 
ſeau, and not ſhew it to Mr. H. though 
they lived in the fame hotel, and were 
often together, out of reſpect to him; 
and yet that Mr. W. ſhould, upon Mr. 


H's departure, circulate it, and let it 
preſently find its way to a public news- 


paper, appears ſomewhat incongruous. 


This regard here does not ſeem to have 


been perfectly kept up, and this ignor- 
ance, it muſt be owned ſeems rather af- 


fected. Mr. H. was more generally 
known to be conductor and patron of 


Mr. Rouſſeau in England, than he was 
in France, ſo that if it was believed 
that 


s, 


1 

| that he intended preſerving in his friend- 
ly intentions towards the exile, he was 
indirectly ridiculed by this fatire upon 
Mr. Rouſſeau, and Mr. W's regard for 
him ſeems to * a entirely * 

| * 


e this as it may, Mr. H. certainly 
ns there was ſuch a letter written, 


and publiſhed, when he read it ig the 
St. James's Chronicle ; he was ſenſible | 
it was a fiction; and as the friend and 
patron of Rouſſeau, he muſt have been 
indirectly hurt by it. How came it 
then, that a perſon ſo capable of hand- 
ling his pen as Mr. H. ſhould omit ſo 
favourable an opportunity of convincing 
Mr. Rouffeau and the world, that he 
was abſolutely in earneſt in the patro- 
nage he have him, and the ſervices he 
endeavoured performing for him. The 
unfortunate exile would then have been 
convinced of the permanency of his 
j friendſhip, and all Mr. Rouſſeau's appre- 
henſions would have been removed. 
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But 


® 
v 


. Ts J-- 
But 4 Gafrom this Mr. | * INK if hs | 


was not inſtrumental in the publication 

of this pleaſantry, at leaſt approved of 

it, and joined in the laugh againſt poor 

Rouſſeau ; nay, he endeavours to apolo- | 

gize for it with all his rhetoric, and is 

ſurprized that Mr. * can be of 
| fenfled at it. 


} 


4 al 1 45 FG been | 
| greatly ſurpriſed to find Mr. W. adopt 
| fo ridiculous a pleaſantry, ſince it muſt 
be a pleaſantry, and the more ſo as the 
tranſlation is wretched, and what little 
humour there is in the original, has en- 
W tirely evaporated under the Engliſb doer's 
W clumſy pen. 1 will ceaſe 70 per ſecute 
1 Yeu, when you are no lon; ger. vain of perſe- 
= cution, which is the point of the whole, 
but is indeed very flat, and- does not 
convey the idea of Je ceſſerai de vous 


perſecuter, quand vous s cefſerez demettre 
votre 1 827 a e ; G 


The UE TY which Mr. Hume 520 
n ſo earneſtly interceded for, 
Was 


( 


Was the capital ſtroke of fricndſhip to- 
wards Mr. Rouſſeau, upon which he ſo 
much piques himſelf; for as to the flim- 
ſy ſtratagems of paying part of his board, 
and advertiſing for returned poſt-chaiſes, 
they either did not take place, or were 
detected by Mr. Rouſſeau. But now: 
we are come to the criterion of Mr. H's. 
protection and regard, let us obſerve how 
ſtedfaſtly he purſues the deſign of mak- 
ing Mr. Rouſſeau eaſy and happy. Ge- 
neral Conway's illneſs, he tells us, had 
interrupted the progreſs of this affair; ſo 
that it lay dormant, notwithſtanding 
his Majeſty s gracious conſent, from the 
month of February till the middle of 
May. 


_ © It was at this time that Mr. Rouſſeau, 
having ſo much reaſon ts be diſpleaſed 
at the fiftitious letter publiſhed under 
the name of the king of Pruflia, and the 
other. ſlights (to ſay no worſe) that he 
had received from Mr. H, was induced 
10 believe this gentleman only his 56. 

1 3 * 
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friend, and therefore wrote a very ſub⸗ 
miſſive and polite letter to general Con- 


way, expreſfing the great anxiety of his 
mind, and the neceflity he was under to- 


ſuſpend any reſolution about an affair of 
ſuch conſequence, as was that of the 
penſion. This letter Mr. H. is pleaſed. 


to conſider as a flat refuſal of accepting 
the penſion; but that the reader may 
judge how far Mr. Rouſſeau's words im- 
Plied this, we ſhall gore him Tus eter 
verbatim. | 


Mr. 19 2855 to General Cox WAV. | 
4 8 IR, 


« Affected dach a moſt lively ſenſe af: 
the favour his Majeſty hath honoured 


me with, and with that of your good- 


neſs, which procured it me; it affords 
me the molt pleaſing ſenſation to reflect, 


that the beſt of kings, and the miniſter 
| moſt worthy of his confidence, are pleaſed | 


to intereſt themſelves in my fortune, 


„ 
This, Sir, is an advantage of which 1. 
am juſtly tenacious, and which I will 
never deſerve to loſe. But it is neceſſary 


1 ſhould ſpeak to you with that frank- 
neſs you admire. After the many mis- 


fortunes that have befallen me, I thought = 


myſelf armed againſt all poſſible events : 
there have happened to me ſome, how- 
ever, which I did not foreſee; and which, 


indeęd, an ingenuous mind ought not 


to have foreſeen : hence it is that they 
affect me by ſo much the more ſeverely. 
The trouble in which they involve me, 
indeed, deprives me of the eaſe and 
| preſence of mind neceſſary to direct my 
conduct: all I can reaſonably do, under 
ſo diſtreſſed a ſituation, is to ſuſpend my 
reſolutions about every affair of ſuch 
| importance, as that in agitation. So far 
from refuſing the beneficence of the 
king from pride, as is imputed to me, I 
am proud of acknowledging it, and am 
only ſorry I cannot do it more publicly. 
But when I actually receive it, I would 


be able to give up myſelf entirely to thoſe 
- | 2: {en- 
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- ſentiments which it aaa * in- 


ſpire, and to have a heart replete with 


© gratitude. for his Majeſty's goodneſs and 


' your's. I am not at all afraid this manner 
of thinking will make any, alteration in 
| your's towards me. Deign, therefore, 


Sir, to preſerve: that goodneſs for me till 


a more happy opportunity ; when you 
will be fatisfied that I defer taking the 


to accept of my moſt humble and re- 
ede . 


The well-known goodneſs of that 


truly worthy ſtateſman, to whom this 
letter was addreſſed, no doubt prompted 


him to bring this affair to a concluſion ; N 


and therefore the letter, which Mr. HI. 


wrote to Mr. Rouſſeau, may be entirely 


wp 


advantage of it only to render myſelf _ 
more worthy of it. I beg of you, Sir, 


\ 


WE 21 


It was reaſonable 5 Mr. H. to ima- 
gine Mr. Rouſſeau would explain him- 
ſelf in his next letter, with reſpect to 
his conduct; and accordingly we find 


he wrote him the. ; Iallowangs: dated = By 
þ une 23. | 


Mr. Rouss zA to Mr. Hu ME. 


00S imagined, Sir, that. my alen 


truly interpreted by your own conſcience, | 


had ſaid enough ; but ſince you have 
ſome defign in not underſtanding me, I 


ſhall ſpeak. You have but ill-diſguiſed 


yourſelf. I know you, and you are not 


ignorant of it. Before we had any per- 


ſonal connections, quarrels, or diſputes, 


while we knew each other only by lite- 
rary reputation, you affectionately made 


me the offer of the good offices of your- 
ſelf and friends. Affected by this gene- 

roſity, I threw myſelf into your arms; 
you brought me to England apparently 
to peveure me an aſylum, but in fa& to 


being 


622) 


bring me to diſhonour. You applied to 


this noble work with a zeal worthy of your 
heart, and a ſucceſs worthy of your abi- 


lities. Vou needed not have taken ſo 
much pains: you live and converſe with 


the world: I with myſelf in ſolitude. 
The public love to be deceived, and you 


were formed to deceive them. I know 
one man, however, whom you cannot 


deceive ; I mean yourſelf. You know 
with what horror my heart rejected the 
firſt ſuſpicion of your deſigns. You 


know I embraced you with tears in my 


eyes, and told you, if you were not the 
beſt of men, you muſt be the blackeſt of 
mankind. In reflecting upon your pri- 
vate conduct, you muſt ſay to yourſelf 
fometimes, you are not the beſt of men : 


under which conviction, I doubt much 


ua ever * will be the PIETY? : 


A leave your friend n you to carry 1 


on your ſchemes as you pleaſe, giving up 
to you, without regret, my reputation 


during life; 3 certain that, ſooner or later. 


Juſtice 


+ 


* 
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juſtice will be done to that of both. 


As to your good. offices in matters of 


intereſt, which you have made uſe of as” 


a maſk, I thank you for them, and ſhalt 


_ diſpenſe with profiting by them. I. 
ought not to hold a correſpondence with 


you any longer, or to accept of it to my? 
advantage, in any affair, in which os 
are to be ie mediator. _ 5 40 


* . „ 
* 5 


Wt, Adieu! g Sir, 1 with you the trueſt 


; happineſs ; but as we ought not to haye: 
any thing to ſay to each other for the 


future, this is the laſt Ren "FS will. 
receive from me. aha og. 
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Thus he did 5 Mr. Rouſſcau e 
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any farther connexion with Mr. H, 


and of courſe. gave up all deſire of the 


penſion through his mediation; ſo that 


Mr. H 's friendſhip to this | unhappy: 
exile, is reduced to a very ſmall number 
of favours---a few dinners at Mr. Stew- 
art's, and a few jaunts to public places. 

| Not- 


Gas). 


- Notwithſtanding the ſeverity of this 


laſt letter, Mr. H. perſevered in 


writing to him, and extorted from him, 


whilſt ill in bed, a long detail of the 
many grievances he had to complain of, 


and amongſt other things, we there find 


this extraordinary paſſage. Strange 
that after I had ceaſed to correſpond with 
him for three months, when I had made- 
no anſwer to any of his letters, however 
Important the ſubje& - of them, ſur- 


rounded with both public and priyate 


marks of that affliction which his infide- 
lity gave me; a man of ſo enlightened 
an underſtanding, of ſo penetrating a 


genius, and ſo dull by deſign, ſhould ſee 


nothing, hear nothing, feel nothing, be 
moved at nothing; but, without one 
word of complaint, juſtification, or ex- 
planation, continue to give me the moſt 


Preſfing marks of his good will to ſerve 
me, in ſpite of myſelf! He wrote to me 


affectionately, that he could not ſtay any 
longer in London to do me ſervice, as if 
we had agreed he ſhould ſtay there for 


( 2s ) 


that purpoſe ? This blindneſs, this inſen- 
ſibility, this perſeverence, are not in na- 


ture, they muſt be accounted for there- 
fore from other motives. Let us ſet this 


behaviour in a ſtill clearer libr; for this 
is the decifive point. 


« Mr. Ru muſt neceſſarily | have 


acted in this affair, either as one of the 


firſt or laſt of mankind. There is no 


medium. It remains to determine which 
of the two it hath wars : 


N Could Mr. Hams; after ſo many 


inſtances of diſdain on my part, have (till. 


the aſtoniſhing generoſity as to perſevere 

ſincerely to ſerve me? He knew it was 
_ impoſſible for me to accept his good of- 
fices, fo long as I enteftai 


ſuch ſentiments as. I had conceived. He 


had himſelf avoided an explanation. 80 

that to ſerve me, without juſtifying him- 

ſelf, would have been to render his ſer- 
vices uſeleſs; this therefore was no ge- 


neroſity. If he N that in ſuch 
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eircumſtances I ſhould have accepted is 


ſervices, he muſt have ſuppoſed me to be 


an infamous ſcoundrel. It was then in 


behalf of a man whom he ſuppoſed to 


be a ſcoundrel that he ſo warmly ſoli- 
cited a penſion from his Majeſty. Can 


any thing be N more extrava= 
gant? | 


„But let it be ſuppoſed that Mr: 


Hume,. conſtantly purſuing his plan, 
| ſhould only have faid to himſelf, This 


is the moment for its execution ; for by 
preſſing Rouſſeau to accept the penſion, 


he will be reduced either to accept or 
refuſe it. If he accepts it, with the 
proofs I have in hand againſt him,. I ſhall 
be enabled completely to diſgrace him: 
if he refuſes, after having accepted it, he 


will have no: pretext, but muſt give a 


reaſons for ſuch: refuſal. This is what I 
expect; if he accuſes me he is ruined. - 


, If, I fay, Mr. Hume reaſoned with 
himſelf in this manner, he did what 


Was 


1 
of / 
* 

9 
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„ 
was conſiſtent with his plan, and in that 


caſe very natural; indeed this is the only 


Way in which his conduct in this affair 


can be explained; for upon any other 


ſuppoſition it is inexplicable: if this be 
not demonſtrable, nothing ever was ſo. 
The critical ſituation to which he had 
now reduced me, recalled ſtrongly to my 


mind the four words I heard him ſay and 


repeat, at a time when I did not com- 
prehend their full force. It was the 
firſt night after our departure from Paris. 
We ſlept in the ſame chamber, when, 
during the night, I heard him ſeveral 
times cry out with great vehemence, in 


the French language, liens J. J. Rouſ- 


ſeau I have you Rouſſeau. --- I know 
not whether he was awake ar . 


Mr. H's remark upon this occurrence 
1s as remarkable as the event; He ſays, 
« cannot anſwer for every thing I fay 
in my ſleep, and much leſs am I con- 
ſcious, whether or not I dream in 
French. But pray, as Mr. Rouſſeau 

1 did 


2 — cn 
855 did not * whether I was aſleep 


* or awake, when I pronounced thoſe 
e terrible words, with ſuch a terrible 


voice, how is he certain that he him- 


* 
0 


ſelf was well awake when he heard 
« them? 

Shakeſpear, that great judge of nature 
and the human heart, would have rea- 
ſoned very differently upon this oc 


_ fion---he, who could fo feeling diſplay 


the terrors of Richard whilſt aſleep, 
would, perhaps, have judged like Rouſ- 
ſeau, of Mr. i 8 r _ this OC- 
Fn. 


J think it c Wy appears geln what 
has been ſaid, that Mr. Rouſſeau's merit 
and abilities were too conſpicuous, and 
too univerſally acknowledged, for his 
cotemporaries and rivals patiently to 
acquieſce to them. It was neceſſary 
to level his philoſophical and literary 

capacity to their own ; nay his very miſ- 
fortunes gave him a ſuperiority over 
them, which they would not allow to 
N 1 exiſt, 


( 29.) 
_ exiſt, and therefore it was requiſite. to 
treat them as Chimeras, and the effect 
of his own quackery. Voltaire, ſcarcely 
vegitating upon the withered ſtalk of his 
exhauſted faculties, was foremoſt in the 
field of Rouſſeau's adverſaries ; but his 
ſpleen and ill-nature had been too fre- 
quently manifeſted, when in their great=- 
eſt fervor, to let their dying embers 
kindle a blaze of infamy againſt fo ex- 
alted a character. The Jeſuits, his i im- 
placable enemies, had exhauſted every 
artifice to blacken his reputation, and 
impute to him forgeries that he had no 
hand in. D' Alembert had, in vain, at- 
tempted to make him ridiculous at 
Paris. It was left for D. H. under the 
maſk of friendſhip, and by ſuch arti- 
fices as he could the moſt ſucceſsfully 
employ, at once to render him con- 
| temptible and infamous. 


How far he has dd . the world 
is left to judge; but that he has not 
br de accompliſhed ſuch a deſign, 

may 
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may be inferred from the engines which 
are ſtill ſet in motion both in public and 
private. Among the former may be 


reckoned thoſe invidious paragraphs, that 
have lately appeared in the public papers, 
and more particularly a letter juſt pub- 
liſhed in French, ſaid to be written from 
M. Voltaire to Mr. Hume. As this 


epiſtle is ſpecious, though replete with 


abuſe and falſehood, I ſhall make a few 


obſervations upon it in this place. 


Mr. Rouſſeau is in this letter treated 


2s a public libeller and incendiary, as a 

madmans vain and preſumptuous beyond 
all bounds, an errant coward and a no- 
torious liar. Becauſe his letters from 


the mountain, were ſuppreſſed, he is a 


public calumniator, and Mr. Voltaire 


thinks himſelf very ill uſed for being 


taken notice of in one of theie” letters,  - 


though he had. long before declared 


war againſt Mr. Rouſſeau. Becauſe Mr. 
Rouſſeau rejected his offer of a houſe, 


l offer was fan by Mr. Vol- 


taire 8 


En) 


taire's pride and vanity, Mr. Rouſſeau 


is repreſented as a madman, and he 
writes a letter to Dr. Tronchin, to ſend 


him a preſcription accordingly. In this 
ſtate he is made to petition the magi- 
ſtrates of Berne for perpetual impriſon- 
ment, and be angry with Mr. Voltaire 
for his ſuppofed interceſſion in his fa- 
vour. But the moſt glaring malice of 
this piece is the forged letters which 
are imputed to Mr. Rouſſeau, though : 
they are artfully drawn up to | impoſe 


upon the credulous. 


The firſt of theſe, which is pee 


to be written by Mr. Rouſſeau to Mr. 
| Voltaire, is "COULTER in theſe words: 


* 
. 


8 IR. 


If you bas faid T was not — 
tary of embaſſy at Venice, you have 


hed; and if I have not been inveſted 
with e nne and received the 


Mann 


- 
> 3c * Os 
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f 38+); 
' honours: that were due to it, I acknow= | 
ledge myſelf a liar.” 
Tn Peder to prove Mr. n wor- 
: thy of this laſt character, another forged 
letter is introduced from Mr. Rouſſeau, 
ſuppoſed to be written from him at 
Venice to Mr. Thiel, firſt clerk for 
. foreign affairs. The words of it are, 
« I have been two years ſervant to the 
% count de Montaign (embaſſador at 
« Venice) I have eat his bread. He 
„ has ſhamefully turned me out of 
« doors. He threatened to throw me 
* out of the window, and: ſtill worle 
6 if L remained longer i in Venice. 


* believe no one who was ever ac- i 
quainted with Mr. Rouſſeau, can aver 
that he has at any time pretended to have 
been ſecretary of embaſſy at Venice, and 
o far from this J believe he never was 
at Venice. But what will not implaca- 
ble malice invent! Doubtleſs Voltaire 
thought to give him the coup-de-grace 

NVC ; ws 
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Wich this diſcovery, but it favours. toy 
much of ſlander and invective, to gain 
credit with the. N and EE 
Gus. 
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ſhould have any doubt remaining of the 


injuries Mr. Rouſſeau has received from 


| theſe various quarters; they will ſoon 


be convinced of his probity and honour, 


by his own authentic memoirs which 
will in a ſhort time make their appears 


ance, 


| The ſhare I have taken in his defence, 
is not occaſioned by any ſort of ill will 


I bear to Mr. H. far from it, I always 


admired his talents and eſteemed his 
merit, and could heartily have wiſhed 
that he had cleared up this affair more 
to the ſatisfaction of the public, and his 


own glory. Neither have 1 any con- 


nection, perſonal or otherwiſe with Mr. 


Rouſſeau; but as Mr. Hume expreſſes 
it, there needed no other motive to excite 
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— — — ——Á ———j—ß— p ——ů— p — 


n 


F 


+ 


nr rn ESE > ES ——— 


* 


2 


2 


9 


4 
— 3 I . * — 2 - — : we _—_ - 
CO A eee en EC — —— — p 


_ 


r 


ts, 19 Rr red 


7 400 
1 On 


D 


— . 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E following general Remarks 

upon the Pamphlet, entitled, A 
conciſe and genuine Account of 
the Diſpute between Mr. Hums 
and Mr. Rovusstavu, having been 
put into the Editors hands fmce the 
foregoing ſbeets went to preſs, he 
thinks they will be no improper fup- 
plement. 
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2% HR eta to this tin 
EN » 7 8 ous piece, which is aſcribed 
S to F rench editors, but which 
ceuvidently bears many marks 
of Britiſh manufactory, is worthy of a 
place before ſo extraordinary a perform 
ance; it is replete with ſo much modeſ- 
ty and impartiality, that it muſt needs be 
the production « of a Scotch writer: The 


name and writings of Mr. H. have 


« „long ſince been well-known through . 
Europe. At the ſame time his per- 

| « ſonal acquaintance have remarked, in 
« the candour and ſimplicity. of his 
manners, that impartiality and inge 
nuouſneſs of diſpoſition which diſtin- 
* guiſhes his þ wi and is ſufficient- 
ly indicated in his ee Doubt 
be 


EY 
Jeſs the production before. us is here 


meant, as, though he neither prefixes 
or ſubſcribes his name to it, he ſpeaks in 


the firſt perſon ſingular throughout; and 


he has had the modeſty of placing his 
name firſt in the front page, which gives 
it the vague title of An Account, without 


fuppoſing Either of the par ties to have 
been the writer of it. But this is not 
more unaccountable than its being pub- | 
Hſhed in French, tranſlated” from his 
notes and obſervations, and then re 


tranſlated into Englith by ſo very able 


an hand as his tranſlator,” This puts one 
in mind of an edition of Milton, that 
appeared ſome years ago, ' tranſlated into 
. Engliſh proſe, from a French tranſlation 
in thyme.” If Mr. H. did not think the 


Britiſh (1 will not fay the Engliſh) na- 
tion Was deſerving of being firſt compli- 


mented with the publication of this ac- : 


count at the very time of his own reſi- 


dence in England; he might, methinks, | 
at leaſt have vouchfafed to give his nar- 
rative and notes, a8 well as his letters, in 


i their 


# 
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their primitive dreſs; ; and then-the;pre- 
ſent editor would not have had the trou- 
ble of. telling us, that they are now 
* retranflated, for the moſt part, from 
al the French.” | os „„ 
"It 12 . be S that ip love 
of peace is ſo well ſupported by an anec- 
dote, that we think no one can diſpute 
this diſpoſition in him, or . the, truth of 
the fact by which it is maintained. As 
* one time, in particular, a performance 
of this kind (a ſatyr upon himſelf) 
er was ſhewn to him; in which he had 
cc, been treated i in a very rude. and even 
« injurious manner; on remarking 
« which,,to the author, the latter ſtruck 
« out the exceptionable paſſage ; bluſh- 
6 ing, and wondering at the force of 
.< that polemic ſpirit, which had carried 
* him imperceptibly ** the bounds 
3 truth and SOT: „ 


— 


«4 * Wi 


"ys 8 then, i it was EA, great re- 
luckance that a man, poſſeſſed of ſuch. 


Pacific 


* 
£ + * 
4. . 


wn n 4 . 


(%). 


pacific 8 could be brought to 


conſent to the publication of this piece; 


et we think there is ſomething of a vin⸗ 


dictive ſpirit i in his letter of the 26th of 


June, where he fays to Mr. Rouſſeau, 


„ I demand you will produce me the 


* man who will aſſert the contrary.” --- 


t ſcandalous lie which may | have 1 


« invented n me.” 


— 0 
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Nöten banane be was thus warm in 
ard of his conduct and integrity, and 
though he had received and read all Mr. 


Rouſſeau's letters, even that one Which 
he entitles enormous, he was ſtill inclined 
to ſuppreſs his public reſentment ; ; till 
Mr. Rouſſeau wrote a letter to a ock. : 


ſeller at Paris, more enormous 1 ſuppoſe 
than the other, though by the copy I 


have ſeen of it in the papers, it was com- 


Again, I claim the privilege of prov- | 
ing my innocence, and refuting any 


/ 


paratively very gentle; and this letter 


F Nr: H. fopubliſh the whole 


— 


y 0 
- * N * ö 
* 2 14 1 ; K ' 5 
„ 


En. N 
Mr. H. does not think he will re- 
main unanſwered, and therefore he (I 


mean his French editor) prudently paves 9 
the way for it by telling us“ Mr. Rouſ+ 


'«c 


ſeau indeed may return to the charge; ; 
he may produce ſuppoſitions, miſcon- 
ce ſtructions, inferences and new decla- 
% mations, he may create and realize 
new phantoms, and envelop them in 
the clouds of his rhetoric; he will 
meet with no more contradiftions”--- 
What not if the phantoms are realized? 
Upon my word Mr. H. this idea ſeems 
to me ſomewhat enveloped in the clouds | 
- your own | rhetoric. 


cc 


* 


* * < 
R 
; 


cc 
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This is not, howntr, the only flight 
we meet with in this uncommon pro- 
duction. Mr. Rouſſeau is made to ſay 
in one of his letters. I might, per- 
_ © haps, be more at my eaſe if I were 
e leſs noticed; but the folicitude of fo 
e polite an hoſt as mine is too oblig- 
ing to give offence ; and as there is 
nothing in life without it's inconve- 
niences, that of being too good, is 

GG % one 


* 


ec 
cc 
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* one of thoſe which 1 is the moſt er. : 
ba able. 


— 


n A pity that this a__— "wy not 
been re-tranſlated, as well as Mr. H's 
notes. &c. as we might then perhaps 


have come nearer to the ſignification of 


the original author, whoſe words are ; | 
« Þy ſerois peut etre plus 4 mon aiſe, 
c c 
tions; mais les ſoins d'un fi galane 
(2 homme ſont trop obligeans pour sen- 


“ inconveniens dans la vie, celui d' etre 


trop Bien eſt un de ceux * ſe tolerent 
1 6 pine cement,” ie! 


I will not pay the reader ſo bad a com- 
pliment as to ſuppoſe ſuch an egregious 
blunder can eſcape him ; but ſhall only 
remind him, that the modeſt tranſlator 
had. previouſly apologized for all the 


ſi Tony avoit pour moi moins d'atten- 


facher, & comme tout eſt mele d'in- 5 


miſtakes that might have happened, by po 


a_note in the French editor's preface, 

where he fays; In the preſent edition 

% all Mr. Hume's ſetters are printed 
| | 460 ver- a 


48 ] 

verbatim; and to Mr. Rouſſeau's the 
te tranſlator hath endeavoured to do juſ- 
* tice, as well with regard to the ſenſe 
«©. as the expreſſion. Not that he can 
5“ flatter himſelf with having always 
4 ſucceeded in the latter. But as he 
appears pretty oonfident he has in the for- 
mer, I ſhall leave him to enjoy this ſuc- 
ceſs, without entering into any farther 
critique upon his tranſlation, which 
would carry me much beyond the on 

I had preſcribed myſelf. | Fer 


* 


I know not Whether Mr. d Alembert 8 

letters which is ſubjoined, is meant as a 
| compliment to Mr. H; but I am pretty 
certain it can be none to Mr. W. This 
gentleman, in his letter to Mr. R. upon 
the ſubject of the letter which appeared 
in the St. James's Evening Poſt, with the 
king of Pruflia's ſignature, not only | 
. adopts this production for his own, but 
ſeems to derive great honour from it; 

but Mr. d' Alembert tells us he had ſome 
aſſiſtance in it with reſpect to the ſtile; 
* he might, and FRA the che- 


Valier 
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er Deſcazeau was his-afliftant, as it 11 


penned a: good deal in his manner; but 
this is a ſecret which Mr. W. would 
certainly not have the world acquainted 

with, or elſe this Plegſantry, which has 


been conſidered till now as the beſt joke 
he ever penned, will ſink in value, "a 


proportion as the rank of its author, or 


| e is diminiſhed; and may, per- 


haps, at laſt turn out to be a flat inſipid 
humbug , that Foote rand; hers aſhamed 


of, „ ; ' ® 4 


- Though i It is was hn Scorch 7 in- 


ener prevails in this invidious attack 


upon a helpleſs foreigner; yet an Iriſh 
bull has unhappily exerted his influence 

over. the: publiſher, who generouſly pro- | 
-miſes to depoſit. the original letters in 
the Britiſh Muſeum, notwit ding: 
| thoſe from Mr. | H. "muſt neceſſari * be 
in the e of Mr. Reue. 2 8 


